The Uniformed Services University has completed its “early years” and is entering its “maturation years.” Attesting to this transformation are several sentinel anniversaries.

USU recently conducted its “Silver Anniversary” Graduation Ceremony. In 2005, the Charter Class of the School of Medicine will enjoy its 25th graduation anniversary; in the same year, the Charter Class of the Graduate School of Nursing will enjoy its 10th graduation anniversary; and the following year the Charter Class of School of Medicine Graduate Students will experience its 25th anniversary. Our alumni are now serving around the world across the entire spectrum of roles, responsibilities, and ranks in the federal health care system. 

While USU has reached out to its medical, nursing, and basic science program graduates over the past 25 years, it is now time to significantly strengthen that effort. 

Therefore, to honor the founding of USU in 1972 and to offer the opportunity to celebrate the significant graduation milestones of the various classes since 1980, I am delighted to announce that the University, working with the USU Alumni Association, will combine its first Founders’ Day Celebration (to be held on 9 September) with a Reunion Weekend (8-11 September of 2005). 

At our Main Campus in Bethesda, the Reunion Weekend will take the form of a wide series of events of educational, cultural, and social interest and attraction to our graduates and to their families as well as to the staff, faculty, and students. Founders’ Day, 9 September, will include both formal and informal activities for the same groups.

At several other locations in the US and overseas where large numbers of USU graduates are assigned, the University will work with the USU Alumni Association to sponsor Founders’ Day celebrations and Reunion activities on 9 September for graduates unable to attend the activities at the Main Campus.

It is my intent that these become annual events recognizing the unique importance of this university’s maintenance of exceptionally strong linkages between its graduates and its current staff, faculty, and students: only graduates of this university work for a common health care “employer” and share the common mission of “Caring for Those in Harm’s Way.”
James A. Zimble, M.D.

President
