OPERATIONAL OVERVIEW
Revised NOVEMBER 2008
This document compliments the guidance from OSA- nov/2008

The MS4 year is intended to be a mixture of many events that (1) satisfy requirements of the curriculum, (2) add specificity and diversity to your professional training, (3) secure a broad general medical education, (4) insure that the opening months of your internship will be defined by a strong clinical performance, and (5) prepare you for the Step Three USMLE Examination. This critically important year currently has 9, 4-week instructional blocks, 2 Intercessions and a 3 week graduation sequence.  Into this architecture must be folded requirements, selectives, and electives that address the issues noted above. The MS4 year must be very strong clinically, defined by direct, hands-on patient care in the traditional practice of medicine experienced in outpatient and inpatient settings where a variety of patients will be seen.

The several blocks of the MS4 year occur in the following order. There is a one-week intercession, followed by 5 blocks of education and training in a variety of settings. After Block 5, there is 3-week intercession that is followed by a 3-week holiday vacation. After the holiday period, there are 4 more blocks of education and training, normally ending in late April. Then, there is a 3-week graduation sequence, beginning with one week of leave, followed by one week of Transition to Residency Intercession, and then graduation week itself, ending with the graduation ceremony on Saturday. In terms of total experiences, we speak of the MS4 year as a total of 11 events that lead to the 3-week graduation sequence. In terms of the classic 4-week blocks – Blocks 2 through 9 – a minimum of 6 of these must be expressed in direct, hands-on clinical patient care settings; two of these must be present in the so-called “second half of the year,” meaning Blocks 6 through 9.

BALANCE: After your entire desired fourth year program is presented to Student Affairs, the Deans will examine the year for balance given the educational objectives provided by the Executive Curriculum Committee and the various accrediting agencies. Some program modification may be directed as a result of these reviews. Students should keep in mind that the USUHS program consists of 11 events in the MS4 year: 2 intercessions and 9 four-week blocks for clinical and enhanced education. These 11 experiences must be completed to the satisfaction of the Deans Office and sponsoring departments, regardless of what the experience may have been called, i.e., subinternship, elective, selective, etc.

PLEASE NOTE: The following rotations will not satisfy the minimum 6-block, direct, hands-on clinical setting MS4 requirement: MCM, Pathology, Preventive/Aerospace Medicine, Flight Surgery, Airborne School, Air Assault School, Medical Ethics, Research, Medical History, USMLE Study Block, or any required MS3 Rotation done during the MS4 academic year. Radiology, expressed in a full time hospital clinical setting, will be considered on a case-by-case basis, provided the “balance” rule is met.
Absolute Requirements

There are 5 Absolute Requirements that must be completed/observed by all students. These include:

PLEASE NOTE: Subinternships, by definition, are totally inpatient experiences. So, as you consider your SubI's, ask your self the question: Are all of the patients for whom I will provide care full-time occupants of a hospital bed?

1. A 4-week inpatient subinternship from the broad medical family, which is largely defined as General Internal Medicine, MICU, CCU, Pediatric Inpatient, PICD, NICU, Full Service Family Medicine Inpatient Service, AND...
2. A 4-week inpatient subinternship from the broad surgical family, which is largely defined as General Surgery, SICU, Vascular Surgery, Thoracic Surgery, Trauma Surgery, many Orthopedic Surgery Services (not Sports Medicine), GYN-ONC Surgery (not Obstetrics), Pediatric Surgery, and OBR/GYN subinternship courses OBR4370, OBR4375, and OBR4310.
AND...
3. A 4-week experience in Neurology, AND...
4. A 4-week experience in Military Contingency Medicine, AND...
5. A 4-week experience in Military Emergency Medicine.
FOR ALL STUDENTS: There must be a minimum of 6 clinical experiences that are fully expressed in direct, hands-on patient care/management settings; two of those experiences must take place during Blocks 6-9.

General Requirements

Please Note: Most of the absolute Requirements will also count for some of the General requirements!

The General Requirements are intended to insure that the entire MS4 year is broadly balanced between absolute requirements, electives, and selectives. The orchestration of this process is largely done in consultation with the deans in OSA during one-on-one office meetings, telephone, and electronic mail starting in late October of the MS3 year and continuing right up to the time of the joint service selection committee meeting, normally held in early December of the MS4 year.

The General Requirements are defined as 2 blocks of broadly defined “Medicine” *, 2 blocks of broadly defined “Surgery” *, and 1 block of a Behavioral Science. However, these requirements have waivers based upon MS3 performance and may also be partly satisfied by having been expressed as MS4 Absolute Requirements. In terms of MS4 waivers derived from MS3 performance:

(a) a grade of B or better in all primary care or surgical clerkships will reduce the MS4 General Requirements from 2 to 1 in the respective specialty area;

(b) a grade of B or better in MS3 Psychiatry will eliminate the MS4 Behavioral Science requirement altogether!
The Subinternships will always count for part or all of the General Requirements in Medicine and Surgery. As an example, if you receive MS3 grades of B or better in Internal Medicine, Pediatrics and Family Medicine, the waiver rules reduce your MS4 “Medicine” requirement to 1 block, although you may wish to do more as electives. If you did only one “Medicine” block, it would, however, have to be a Subinternship, so the Absolute Requirement will be satisfied!

The Registrar's website catalog is intended to convey the vast majority of clerkship opportunities for the MS4 year. Specific questions about various programs can be directed to our Academic Departments and can always be clarified by the Deans in the Office for Student Affairs. The Deans also may waive certain elements of a student's fourth year curriculum under exceptional circumstances.

The entire fourth year program of every student must be approved by the Deans in the Office for Student Affairs. 
