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The Sky

Is Falling,
Friday ‘
At Five |

On the Environment,
A Record of Extremes

By Howano Koy
Washingian Post St i

Around 5 pam. on Friday, May 3,
the Environmental Protection Agen.
ey said it woud allowcoabmining
companies. fo_dump dirt and rock |
waste nto rivers and streams.

“The late announcement helped
bury the coverage. The Los Angeles
‘Times, Washington Post and Chicar |
£0 Tribune ran short wire stories, |
‘The New York Times managed a sev-
envparagraph stafl stor. By Monday, |
'USA Today and the nefwork evening
newscasts had nothing on the rul.
ing—part of a pattern of three such |
announcements in seven weeks thit.
environmentalists callthe “5 ofclock
folles,” |

The view is very different at the
White House, where spokesman Ari
Fleischer _acknowledges that  he
sometimes manipulates the timing of
environmental tories, His preferred |

tactic s to leak presidential propos-
als the night before the official un. |
————m o ]
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cial unveiling,

Otherwise,  says  Fleischer,
“these stories quickly become
<hoehomed intoa Bush versus the
environmentalisty’  formul.
Chances are more of the story will
bel about reaction to the presi-
dents environmental announce-
ment than the substantive reasons
why the president did

Environmental activists are ery.
ing foul, especially when the leaks
talie place after the network news
has aired.

“The biggest advantage the
Bush administration has bad is
they don't give the reporters
‘enough time to review the stories
aiid try to get an opposing view,”
says Robert Perks, spokesman for
the Natural Resources Defense
‘Council. “They know full well that
environmentaliss are prepared to
‘counter the administration’s spin.
Reporters are very good at teling
the story, bt they're not experts.”

Joe Martyak, spokesman_for
EPA Administraior Christine Todd
Whitman, says the delays are
cased by difficulties in analyzing
and explaining complex data.
“When we finally have it ready to
o, that's when we put it out,” he

sayse

Perhaps no other domestic ssue
gencrates as much controversy for
President Bush as the cnviron-
ment, which is why both sides
monior the coverage with haw:
Kike intensity

In February, after Fleischer
laked excerpts of Bush's planned
specch on_global warming, - the
New York Tumes, Washinglon Post
and Chicago Trbune fan straight
forvard front-page accounts of
what the president would be say-
ing.

Fihe tactic worked less well on
Junc 13, when Fleischer put out
‘dvance word the day belore the
adminisrations_decision
change air polltion rules for uti
ties that. expand their planis. He
says some of the storics on the s0-
calld new source. feview used
loaded terms in_describing the
EPA move as 2 “rollback” of poll-
tion regulations. “That's a word
the. president’s opponents use.”
Flischer sas.

CBS's Dan Rather called it a
“collback” NEC's Tom Brokav,
the Los Aneles Times and the As
socited Press used the word re-
lix'—the AP called it “a vietory
for energy producers’—ind The
Washington Post_ described the
move as 4 “major reaxation.” The
Chicago Tribune used the word
“softening” The New York Times
used the more neutral changing”
of the rules, while the Wall Sireet
Journal simply said the EPA had

—————
EPA Proposes Easing Rules

on Air Pollution for Industry
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WHITE HOUSE SEEKS
A CHANGE IN RULES
ON AR POLLUTION

UTILITIES WOULD BENEFIT

Powe Plants ™
Without Hay
Controlo

AR Crites prediting
B ean e rollback
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U.S. out to ease
coal plant rules

EPA Proposes
To Ease Rules
On Clean Air

Foes Vo a Court Fight

Clockise from top,storiesin the Los Angeles Times, Washington Post,
Chicago Tribune and New York Times on changes in EPA regulations..

“announced  two  regulatory
moves.”
‘The language js, at the very

least, debatable. The previous reg:
ulations, upheld by te Clinton ad-
ministration, required utlities to
install additional pollution_con-
trols when they modernized or ex-
panded their power plants. The
Bush administration is, among.
other things, raising; the threshold
that would trigger more spending
on pollution equipment.

Fleischer objected to a report in
which CBS's Jobn_ Roberts de-
scribed the move as *a giveback o
an industry that pledged more
than $4 million to President Bush
and Republicans in recent years.
“Not so, said President Bush to-
day”

Fleischer says the media often
focus on energy industry support
of Bush and that “if the stories
were straight down the middle,
they'd look at contributions from
all parties,” The Sierra Club's po-
litical action committee, for in-
stance, has given $33,500 to Dem-
ocrats ‘and $1,000 to Republicans
since last year.

Roberts disagrees, _saying:
“What do environmental contribu:
tions to Democrats have to do with
the Bush administration policy on
new source review? The environ-
mental groups aren't getting the
‘policy; the industry is getting the
policy. There scemed to me to bea
direct. connection there. To_not
point out the contributions would

bea glaring oversight on our part.”

Gregg Easterbrook, a New Re-
public writer who belicves the
country has made great environ-
‘mental progress, says that “the me-
dia have done a shockingly poor
job of not challenging cither the
Tt or the right on this.” The new
pollution rules, he says, are “fust
not that important.

“Almostalljournalists do a good
job of presenting both sides, but
they present the extremes of both
fes. You hear the left saving this
s doomsday and the right saying
itsa regulatory ightmare.”

Conservatives Wanted

Fred Barnes, the Weekly Stan-
dard's executive editor, says that
“the mainstream media s hostile
to American values.”

“It now seems that every policy
move by President Bush is labeled
as ‘risky’ or ‘controversial” by the
mainstream press, while _every
Statement by  liberal activists is
greeted uneritically,” he says.

What's more, says Barnes, “the
‘Washington press corps is.a highly
partisan and ideological bunch.”

His solution: Train more conser-
vative journaliss by donating mon-
ey to an insttute that he runs.

The above comments are from
his fundraising letter for the To-
stitate on Political Journalism,
where Barnes is_director. The
aroup, part of the Fund for Amer-
ean Studies, holds summer classes

Frod Barnes, trying to recruit
reinforcements for the corps of
‘conservative journalists.

for 100 students at Georgetown
University, focusing on freemar-
ket economics and ethics and mo-
ralityin journalism. Barnes's pitchy
s to help the students, “many of
swhom are bright young conserva-
tives.”

Inan interview, Barnes says that
“this is not conservative indoct
nation. . .. Nobody's asked about
their political views.” He says he
recently addressed_the students
and "believe me, they didn't sound
like conservatives to me.”

Bames says his swipes at the
‘media are nothing new and that “it
all comes down to one thing: iber.
albias.  think it exists, has existed
and hasn't gone away. ... Most re-
‘porters are liberal, and it shows.

In the letter, Barnes, co-host of
Fox's “Beltway Boys,” talks about
“my good friend Rush Limbaugh™
and says that “Fox News certainly
gives much more balanced cover,
age than most folks are used to.”
But, he writes, “we consenitive
journalists are vastly _outnum-
bered, and we need reinforcements
soonl”

‘The summer program includes.
media internships and bricfings,
not just by government officials
but at such right-leaning organi
tions as the Heritage Foundation
and the Cato Institute, and from
such conservative journalists as
Fox's Brit Hume, CNN's Robert
Novak and National Review’s Kate.
OBeime. Two former board mem-
bers at the Fund for American
Studies, including budget director

h Daiels, now work in the
Bush administration.

‘Footnote: One Barnes letier was
sent to Gerald McEntee, head of
the American Rederation of State,
County and Municipal Employees.
He wrote back that the union
wants to help “working famil
achieve a decent standard of iving
and not ... to place bright poung
conservatives into journalism pro-

grams.”
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