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|Drug Wastes Pollute Waterways
80% of Streams Checked by USGS Contain Trace Amounts

By Extc Puasan animals and the environment. Creek near Snow Hill, both ‘on
Washingion Post St Wrer “Protecting the integrity of our  Maryland's Eastern Shore, “and
T waler resources is one of the most.  Christians Creck near Jolivue, .

The first nationwide study of  essential environmental issues of  “We're ot tlking about rampant
pharmaceutical pollution of rivers  the 215t Century,”the report states.  dumping,” said a U, Geological
| and streams offersan uasettling pic- ~ “Little is known about the potential  Survey oficial.“We're okingat the
ture of waterways contaminated  interactive effets ... that. may oc:  effect of normal existing usage for
ith antibiotics, steroids, synthetic cur from complex mixtures of  these different chemicals"
hormenes ‘and other commonly {waste contaminants] in the envi-  The study was not designed‘to
dsed drugs. ronment” compare the water quality of difer

Of the 139 streams analyzed by Inmany ways, water quality mir-  ent streams, but (o ereate a aseline
the US, Geological Survey in 30 rors societal behavior and medical for future study by scientits of the
states—including Maryland and  practices: Antibiotics and otherpre-  persistence and migration pattérms
Virginia—about ‘80 percent con-  seription and nonpreseription drugs  of the compounds and their poje
tained trace amounts of contami-  and personal care. products used tial impact on humans and the envi-
nants that are routinely discharged - widely by Americans inevitably turn  ronment, according to USGS off-
into the water in human and live-  up in wastewater; manufacturers cials.
stock waste and chemical plant re-  and chemical plants legally dump  Environmentalists say that while
fuse. thousands of tons of compounds in-  water quality has vastly improved

Seven or more chemical com-  tostreamsand rivers,and the waste , since passage of the Clean Water
pounds were found in half the of vestock treated with veterinary  Act in 1972, the government fel far
streams sampled and 10 or more  pharmaceuticals flows intostreams.  short of the congressional goal of
compounds vere ound ina third of _ Thestudy, conductedin 1999and  creating “fishable and swimmable”
the streams; a single water sample 2000, surveyed the occurrence of 95 waters natiomwide by 1983, More-
contained as many as 38 chemicals.  pharmaceuticals, hormones and over, they said, there are scores of

The USGS study, which will be  other organic waste in streams  potentially harmful chemical com-
published in today's issue of the acrossthe country. The uthors said  pounds in the water that can acc
journal Environmental Science and  the compounds were, selected be- — mulate in humans and animals, com-
Technology, stresses that in many  cause they enter the eiironment  pounds that are not governed by the.
casesthe measured concentrationof through common wastewater path-  aw, which was st reauthorized in
‘contaminants such as painklles, in-  ways in large quantties and may 197 R
sect repellent, cafcine and fire re-  have human_or - environmental “On the one hand, we have el
tardants vas low—less than I part  health implications. nated the smelly, rotting sewage
per billon—and rarely exceeded  The sampling technique focused  foating in the Potomac Kiver and
federal tandards for drinking wa-  on streams most suscepible to con-  other sireams that [former first a-
ter, tamination, dowmstream rom arge  dy) Lady Bird Johnson talked

But many of the chemical com- urban areas—including New York, about,” said Rick Hind, the logisa-
pounds detected are not covered by Boston, Chicago and Demver—or tive director of Greenpeace USA's
drinkinggviater standards o govern.  industrial plants or ivestock yards.  (oxics campaign. “But the poisons.
ment bealth advisorics, and lte s Inthe Washington, D.C.,region, sci.  unseen contime to fester i the wa.
known about how the interaction of  entists sampled water from the Po- ter, animal lfe and seciments of all
those chemicals can affect humans,  comoke River and Nassawango  of our ivers and akes.”





