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workers were

“They march up lnd down the

street,” she said, “like ral parties.”
The District has baltled rat infests-

ton for decades, with the most

Rat War's Shifting Forhmes
gram, most of it paid for with federal

funds.

olﬁ!ihc&iﬂul«llha 1 halfl of the
assigned to the “War on Rats” pro-

intense effort starting in 1968, when
peak, nearly 140 city

fts  cltyablocks had a rat problem. At its
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have been sighted on Alabama, Ar-

The Department of Public Works’
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rant corridors.
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it O works improg-
ery. Several pest-control
have used tape or

computer but that the staff has fallen

A rat crosses an alley in Adares-Morgan,

behind i mxintzini f i

part because the computer frequently
breaks dovn.

Jocation, Page said, “T bope it does
not happen. It is hard to tell.”

D.C. records indicate that, despite
repeated complaints by residents,
some rat problems have contimed
for sevetal years. In the 1600 block of
R Street NW, for example, resident
Joseph Auslander has repeatedly re-
ported an infestation to city officials
since 1996. The rats are still there.

T L0 S S D LM TWEI YO MR

AChicagoModel

‘Williams has proposed few chang-
€3 in the vector-control affice.

His RidwRat program is modeled
in part oo a successful Chicago initia-
tive Instead of merely spending
more money to expand the rat-exter-

places for rats, said Terry Levin, a
ﬁr'.heQngquxn

“We go door to door, talk to the
Look at your back yard, it is full of
Junk, loose trash [and] dog poop;
those are all conditions that allow
Tats to survive, * Levin said, adding
that in the kst two months alone, 40
ity restaurants have been closed

because of rat problems. “¥ you try
Kl rats ane by one, at most it is
hoiding action. You are ke
ing the population

The D.C. este
lishing similar squads W focus i
rat-infested pockets in each of €
city’s eight wards. So far, the effc
as begum in only two areas—alon
Georgia Avenue and in Georgetow

The city has ordered 500
heavy<tuty plastic trash containers

take a cooperative efiort by the ¢
and its residents and businesses.
“It can be done. It has been done
other cities It does work” s
Colvin, the Boston rat expert, wh
toured rat-infested District alleys ye
terday. “But no ope can do it akone,





[image: image4.png]Characteristicss Norway rats have
- brownish fur, 3 yellowish-white
belly and a scaly tail.

Stze: Aduits generalty weigh

. between 10 and 18 ounces and
can reach lengthsup to 18 <~
inches, from nose to tait.*

?’Llhs'-:ﬂ\e!wicamorwayr:ih, %]
the city lives about six months

to a year,

Teetic The term rodent means
“gnawing animal.” Rats must
constantly grind their teeth
because their front incisors grow
five inches a year. The teeth are
powerful, applying up to 24,000
pounds of pressure per square
inch, allowing rats to chew
through wood. bone, lead pipes,
brick, concrete, even thin pieces

. of metal.

Appstite: Rats can eat a third of
their weight in food a day.
Unlike other rodents, rats have
2 strong need for water—1/2
to 1 ounce a day.

* Record Norway rats are considered 3.5 pounds and 22 inches iong.
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beyond mnearhr!ut forcing ¢
them to rely on their highly-
developed senses of smell,
hearing and touch. They also
have an acute sense of taste and reproductive maturity at three
are able to detect some months of A typi

" n : age. A typical female}
contaminants in their food at atcan afitter about six]
times a year. !
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Into the lair Signs of Infestation
= X
"Rats prefar to ive Rats leave behind
as close as easily detectabie
possible to their traces. Gnaw
food and water marks on
sources. Most of doorways,
their movement Qarages, or, in this frzmasd
Is within 150 case, on the :
hetof&qk, . bottom of a trash
home. jn - can, are obvious
choosing 2 clues.
neighborhood to
settie into, rats
fook for the Rub marks or
following grease marks can
amenities: show where rats
& Overflowing or have rubbed
uncovered against the wall
dumpsters when entering
1.8 Trash in plastic @ building.
bags or
unsealed cans
! & Abandoned ::Emw; szin
cars, furniture below-ground
or appliances burrows or at
{ ® Piles of debris ground level,
! or lumber on sometimes
3 the ground chewing directly
f

through watls"to
find a good spot.
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