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Power Plant Study Raises Concern

Citing

By Seancn S. Hsu
Washington Post Siof Wries

Pollution from five power plants

in 50 miles of Washington con-
tributes to more than 250 prema-
ture deaths and thousands of res
ratory illnesses_each year,
according to research cited yester-
day by local offcials and members
of Congress campaigning _for
tougher clean air laws. The study.
was viewed skeptically by the elec
tricity industry.

Using models that trace.the
spread. of soot by wind, public
health researchers calculated that,
261 adults across several eastern
states die earler than they other-
wise would have from inhaling s0-
called fine-particulate matter, Hall
of those deaths would occur in the.
District, Maryland and Virginia.
The researchers also_predicted
that the polution causes 4,000 peo-
ple to vsit emergency rooms and
20000 t0sffer athna attacks o
nually,

“The study concluded that 75:
cent of those effcts could be el
nated. il plants adapted existing
pollution control equipment. The
study, by Harvard School of Public
Health researchers Jonathan Levy,
Susan Greco and John Spengler,
was reeased by the Clean Air Task
Foree and presented yesterday to
Rep. James P. Moran Jt. (DVe.)
and Sen. James M. Jeffords (IVL),
chairman of the Senate Eaviron:
‘ment and Public Works Commit
tee.

“The more we learn about the ef-
fects of these emissions on health
and the Farth's temperature, the.
more there s to do,”said Jeffords,
whois the author of egisltion call
ing for deeper, more wide-ranging
cuts of emissions than sought by a
competing Clean Skies initiative
from President Bush. Moran is an
original co-sponsor of & similar
House measure.

Dan Riedinger, a spokesman for
the Edison Eleciric Institute, the
main industry group, said the re-
search isn'. defintive, While some
studies have found correlations be-
tweenfine-particulte pollution
and health problems, he sid, other
research funded by the industry
ther has found no such link, or, to
the extent that ine particles pre-
sent health concens,[that] power
plants are not the source of the
type of emissions that are really at
issue”

Seott H. Seal, spokesman for
the Blectrc Reliablity Coordinat-

ties, called the study “an unfortu
mate distraction,” given that ozone
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Amew study calculates that g )
pollution generated from five fossil- | "0 \one
Jual power plants within 50 miles

of Washington contributes to 261

deaths a year and thousands
of respiratory illnesses.

Researchers hypothesize thatf the plants
were tocut thefr sulfur dioxide andritrogen

oxide emissions levels using readly

available polution contros, approximately
75 percentof the deaths andilinsses could
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be avoided.
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generated by motor vehicles pro-
duces most of the ared's air polu
tion. “This is an attempt. o politi
cize a technical issue in the Clean

Act by trying to scare citizens
in Washington, D.C. over a prob-
Tem they don't have,” he sid..

Harvard's health _researchers
have conducted a seris of studies
since 1996 to measure the effect of
fine particulte pollution, particles
smaller than one-seventh the width
of a human bai, created when sul-
fr dioxide and nitrogen oxide gas
es react downwind. Environmental
groups have targeted the nation's
oldest, dirtiest power plants, which
the 1970 Clean Air Act assumed
would be replaced but have re-
mained in operation.

Researchers estimated  that,
health effects from Washinglon ar-
ea plants extend up to 300 miles to
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela-
ware, West Virginia and North Car-
olina.

Roughly 10 percent of the Wash
ington area's pollution comes from.
local power plants. But pollution
may be easier to cut by further reg:

ulating plants than by forcing peo-
pleto drive Iess or buy cleanér ve-
hicle,

“The plants included in the study’
are Potomac Power Resources™
Benning_plant_in the District;
Mirant Corp.’s Chalk Point plantin
Prince George's County, Dickerson
plant in Montgomery County and
Potomac River plant in Alexandris;
and Virginia Power Co-s Possum
Point plant in Prince Wiliam Coun-
t

‘A spokesman for Mirant. Corp.,
said_the company supports new
clean air legisation to redce sev-
eral Kinds of emissions. But it op-
poses cracking down excessively
on power plants over other pollu-
ers or mandating costly upgrades
1o individualfailties.

“One size does not fit all,” said
Steven Rabia. “It’s not a question
of if[emissions should be. re-
duced], it question of when and
how.”

Don Lintyet, spokesman for Pep-
co Energy Services, sid the Ben-
ning plant doesnt burn coal as the
study's authors assumed. He added

that the facility operates_fewer
than five days a month to handle
peak loads and i responsible for
less than 1 percent of the study's
claimed impact.

Local governments have pushed
for tighter limits on plant emis:
sions of the gases, however, as well
as carbon dioxide and mercury,

“This study shows what many of
my constituents and area residents
already know: The public’s health
is at. risk,” said Moran, who has
sought to'close the Potomac River
plant, Rep. Constance A. Morella
(RMd) backed the House legisla:
tion.

Montgomery and _Arlington
counties’ passed _resolutionsthis
‘spring in support of the linits iz
vored by Jeffords and Moran, and
Fairfax_County Board_ Chairman
Katherine K. Hanley (D) also has
written members of Congress in
support. Prince George's County
Council member Thomas Dernog
(D-Laurel) and Loudoun County
Supervisor Mark R. Herring (D:
Leesburg) also attended. the an
nouncement.





