
Mission
The Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences is the Nation’s Federal health
sciences university and is committed to excellence in military medicine and public
health during peace and war. We provide the Nation with health professionals dedicated
to career service in the Department of Defense and the United States Public Health
Service and with scientists who serve the common good.

We serve the uniformed services and the Nation as an outstanding academic health
sciences center with a worldwide perspective for education, research, service, and
consultation; we are unique in relating these activities to military medicine, disaster
medicine, and military medical readiness.
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“When my service is ended and I look back over the milestones of my career, I want most to be remembered
for the military medical school.” —F. Edward Hébert, House of Representatives

4 January 1941 to 31 December 1976
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The F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine
In 1972, under the sponsorship of the late Congressman from Louisiana, Rep. F.
Edward Hébert (pronounced A-bear), Congress enacted the Uniformed Services Health
Professions Revitalization Act, authorizing the establishment of the Uniformed Services
University of the Health Sciences (USUHS).

The act directed that the University be organized under the U.S. Department of Defense
and located within a 25-mile radius of the District of Columbia. It further stipulated
that a Board of Regents, appointed by the President of the United States with the advice
and consent of the Senate, be responsible for the governance of the institution.

In addition, the founding legislation authorized the University to develop advanced
degree programs in the various health sciences. It placed a priority on medicine and
required that the University be organized to graduate no fewer than 100 medical
students by the year 1982.

In 1983, Congressional legislation officially designated that the USUHS’s School of
Medicine be named the F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine, hereafter referred to as
the School of Medicine or the School. The USUHS’s School of Medicine is a tuition-
free institution.
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Welcome to the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences!

This institution is unique among U.S. medical and nursing schools. Our indigenous
faculty and staff are a true team of uniformed and civilian professionals with national
reputations, who provide our students with a tremendous blend of academic knowledge
and practical experience not found anywhere else. Our students are diverse; they come
to the University from nearly all 50 states, many with previous military experience, and
with high academic achievement.

The University, as the Nation’s Federal health sciences educational facility, is com-
mitted to excellence in military medicine and public health during peace and war. Our
graduates are serving in the national interest around the world and throughout the
United States as uniformed health professionals—physicians, nurses, and scientists—
each dedicated to a career of service in the Department of Defense and the U.S. Public
Health Service. We also graduate civilian scientists who serve the common good.

The University’s F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine and the Graduate School of
Nursing serve each of the uniformed services—the Army, Navy, and Air Force—and the
U.S. Public Health Service. They provide the Nation with an outstanding academic
health science center, which has a worldwide perspective in education, research, service,
and consultation, directly related to military medicine, disaster medicine, and military
medical readiness. I value your interest in the Uniformed Services University. If you join
our team, you will begin a lifelong experience and camaraderie without peer.

James A. Zimble, M.D.
President
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Message from the Dean
“Learning to care for those in harm’s way”

The Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences (USUHS) and the F. Edward
Hébert School of Medicine were established by Congress in 1972 to train health care
professionals for the U.S. Department of Defense and the U.S. Public Health Service.
The School of Medicine provides physicians who are dedicated to careers in public service.

The foremost reason students choose to attend USUHS’s School of Medicine is their
commitment to serve our country as physicians in the uniformed services. Our faculty
is dedicated to preparing students for postgraduate medical practice in medicine,
surgery, or public health as team members of the uniformed services health care system.

The medical school experience provides students with the knowledge, skills, training,
and attitudes to become competent, compassionate, and caring physicians. The curricu-
lum emphasizes military medicine, preventive medicine, tropical medicine, disaster
medicine, and survival in harsh climates. Our graduates are educated to practice good
medicine in bad places under difficult circumstances. Graduates of our programs serve
proudly and make substantial contributions to military operations around the world.

The faculty of the School of Medicine is committed to excellence by continuing on
the forefront of advances in medical education, military medicine, public health,
science, technology, and patient care. They ensure that our educational programs
remain contemporary and relevant. Present and future graduates will serve in a world
undergoing rapid and profound change. Our graduates are uniquely prepared to meet
the opportunities and challenges of medicine in this uncertain world.

Larry W. Laughlin, M.D., Ph.D., Dean
F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine

Larry W. Laughlin, M.D., Ph.D.
Dean
F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine
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Policy Changes
The provisions of this bulletin are informational only and do not confer any rights or
benefits to applicants or students. The F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine reserves
the right to effect policy and regulatory changes at any time. The School does not
assume responsibility for giving advance notice of changes made in policies.

However, changes in the curriculum or of graduation requirements will not be made
retroactively unless they are to the students’ advantage and can be accommodated
within the remaining time before graduation.

Students and graduates of the School must also recognize that changes in the law or
service policy may affect their rights and obligations. The Bulletin attempts to provide a
general summary of the policies of the uniformed services that affect USUHS students.
Individual service policies may differ from the Bulletin summary, in which case the
service policy governs.
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The Congressional legislation that established the Uniformed Services University stipulated that the campus
be located within twenty-five miles of our Nation’s Capital.
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